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by Emil Signes

Hong Kong
March 23-24, 1991

Timoci Wainigolo, a 27-year old
farmer, and the sole player not on
Fiji's 1990 championship squad,
came on as a reserve in the second
half of the 1991 Cathay Pacific
Hongkong Bank Invitation Sevens
final. It was his try in injury time
that broke a 14-14 tic and gave Fiji
theirsecond straight world 7s cham-
pionship victory over New Zealand.

This year's final was every bit as
2ood as last year — perhaps better

as the lead changed hands three
umes.

New Zealand and Fiji have
proven that they are alone al the top
of the world scvens heap. It is (ruc
that the Barbarians, helped by the
world-class speed of Andy
Harriman, kept Fiji close for much
of their semifinal. but one sensed
that the Barbarians (England's Rep-
resentative) were not on the same
Ievel.

The first Northern Hemisphere
side to win the Hong Kong Sevens
since 1981 should be a true na-
tional side. England, who have
refused to [icld a side under that
name since their embarrassing loss
to Spain in 1986, should be forced
to do so at Hong Kong next year.

Tournament Structure

The format of the Hong Kong
Sevens has been very successful
and is now being copied by sevens
tournaments throughout the world.
Three teams in each of 8 brackets

T i
forme 6
R

The Barbarians Andrew Harriman attempts to turn the corner on Fiji's Tomasi
semifinal of the 1991 Hong Kong 7s. Fiji beat the Barbarians 22-14 and went on to beat New Zealand

18-14 in the championship final, (Photo - Lerch)

compele in a round-robin format:
the top team in cach bracket ad-
vances to the Cup round. the sec-
ond (o the Plate, and the third to the
Bowl. ‘On Sunday there are three
brackets of 8 teams, each compet-
ing at their own level in a single

climination competition.

ins Hong Kong 7s

Singapore 48-0 and then topped
Spain 30-0.

The All Blacks were equally
impressive, beating Taipei 40-0and
Tapan 40-0.

Quarterfinals

I continue to be amazed at how
tournament organizers stick the is-
land teams so near cach other in (he
brackets, when their rivalrics are
so intense, This year Samoa and
Tonga were in Pool A and then
Samoa faced Fiji in the first
quarterfinal. Despite an vpening
try by Samoan winger To'o Vaegu,
Fiji stormed back for a 21-6 vie-
tory.,

The Barbariuns outclassed Aus-
tralia 16-6, marking Australia’s
second consecutive deleat in the
quarterfinal round: Australia scems
badly in necd of a new winning
combination. The 1990/1991 aroup
doesn’t have the right combination
of pace and savvy to win at this
level.

The third quarterfinal was con-
sidered the upset of the day, us
Canadaoverwhelmed Scotland, 24-
4. Based on u Thursday scrimmage
against Scotland, however, none of
the Eagles were surprised at this
result,

The last quarterfinal was a to-
tally expected 30-0 whitewash of
the French by New Zealand.

= &

Cama during a

Saturday
There were three upsets during
Saturday's play: Canada knocked
ofl Argentina (based on recent
years. that’s not rcally an upset).
Taipei knocked off Japan, and last

year’'s Bowl champion Germany
kicked a last-second penalty to beat
Korea 13- 10.
CUP CHAMPIONSHIP
Pool Matches

In #ts pool masches Fip bea

- Semifinals .
The first Cup semifinal was much
tighter than expected, and the Bar-
barians actually held a 10-6 half-
time lead over the favored Fijians.
cS by two Noa
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ichelob Can / Am Rugby Tournamen
Saranac Lake / Lake Placid - August 3 & 4, 1991

ENTRY FEES
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Women's Div - 12 teams ......
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(A $150.00 deposit is required from High School teams entering, which will be

returned upon successful and full participation in the toumament).

“Entry faa from Over 40 teams will be used to support the expenses of participating

High School teams.

RUGBY HOTLINE: 518-891-1990
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Makes checks payable to:
Mountaineers R. F. C.
Box 774, Saranac Lake, NY 12983

B

NO DEPOSITS ACCEPTED.
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Nudruku tries, came back and
claimed a very exciting 2214 win.

New Zealand, Jelinitely in the
casy haif of the draw, easily beat an
cxcellent Canadian side, 26-0. and
the stage was set for the great final
that followed.

Final

Foreshadowing the “no-guarter-
asked™ game that was 1o follow,
both New Zealand and Fiji greeted
cach other with traditional war
dances: first the Fijian “cibi™ fol-
lowed by the All Blacks’ rendition
of the Maori “haka.”

Noa Nadruku, who was 1o be-
come the MVP of the final match,
beat his man, former Utah State
running back Timo Tagaloa, and
put scrumhalf Pauliasi Tabuluty
away for the first try in the ‘left
COMET.

Nadruku also started the second
scoring movement by breaking a
Dallas Scymour tackle to give cap-
tain Alifereti Dere the try and Fiji
an 8-0 lead.

New Zealand came right back,
however, after Eric Rush, later
named “Best and Fairest” of the
entire tournament, won possession
at the ensuing kickoff, Scott Pierce
ended up with the try and Terry

Wright’s conversion made the half-

time score 8-6.

Second Half
. Pierce also scored carly in the
second half to put New Zealand
into a 10-8 lead.

Next it was time for 1989 and

“1990°s “Best and Fairest,” Waisali
Serevi, toshow his stuff, He chipped
over the top and scored his own try,

“which he converted to give Fiji a
14-10 lead.

An Alan Crowley pass 10 Pat
Lamlhcn 7lcdtheAll Blacks

minute mark.

Now into injury tirnc. Tabulum
made the crucial break, and, with
1990 hero Mesaki Rasari as inter-
mediary, Wainiqolo became 1991°s
hero as he touched the ball down
for the final score. ‘

passed- the - 10-

New Zealand Fiji
Lam 1 Rasari
Rush 2 (c) Dere
Seymour 3 * Rauluni
Crowley 4 Tabulutu
Picrce. 5 Serevi
Tagaloa 6 Nadruku
Wright'(c) * 7 Cama

* replaced by Wainigolo

- - National Holiday
As the crowd of 30,000 chanted
“Fiji, Fiji.”" the Prime Minister of
Fiji, Ratu Sir Kamisere Mara, de-
clared Friday March 29, the date of
the team’s arrival home, a national
holiday.
“There’s going to be one hell of
a welcome for them,” said Fijian
joumnalist Samisoni Kakaivalu,
PLATE CHAMPIONSHIP
Inthe Plate seruilinals, the Eagles
played an excellent match to defeat
Tonga 20-14, and Argentina scored
atight 12-6 victory over delending
Plate Champions Hong Kong.
The Plate final was a one-sided
36-6 romp by Argentina, tradition-
ally a Cup team, over the injury-
plagued American Eagles. That
story will be told in a separate
article.(See page 10)

| a  Scotland, T USA, USSR,
0 Jisds Soodend, Tonge.,

n them thc lcad as e

(:crmun) Japan, Korea, \etheﬁ g

BOWL CHAMPIONSHIP
Korea and Thailand ‘won rela-
tively easy semifinal matches (26-

3 and 13-6) to move them into the -

Bowl final.

In the Bow! final Thailand went
down 36-0 to Korea, traditionally a
Plate team. Korea had been dropped
to the Bowl the previous day when
a 40-meter penalty kick by Ger-
many got the newly-reunified na-
tion into the Plate round.

Leading Scorers
The tournament’s leading try scor- -
ers were:
Noa Nadruku (Fiji) 1
Eric Rush (NZ)
Gonzalo Cameradon (Arg.)
Dallas Seymour (NZ)
Michael Lynagh (Aus.)
Lee Hyung-jac (Korea)
(12 with 4 tries)

Waisali Serevi led all kickers
with 21 conversions, and his three
tries made him the tourncy’s high

-

')

Wniatadh Oy

scorer with 54 points. The Eagles’

Tommy Smith was 7th in the con-

version: department with 8.
International Pecking Order
The Cathay Pacific Hongkong

Bank Invitation Sevens has, in con-

junction with other international

tournaments, given us information

with which to compare the status of
‘intermnational sevens teams. Based

on what I’ve seen, my personsl

rankings (five levels of roughly -

equivalent teams) follow:
(Alphabcmal within level)
. Level 1 :

Fiji, \!ew Zealand

Level 2
Australia. Barbarians [England],
Western Samoa

Level 3
Argentina, Canada France, Hong
Kong, Ireiand. Iialy. Romania,

5, m_f.

lands,"Papua New' ‘Guinca, Spain,
Taiwan, Thailand. Tunisia
Level §
Arzbian Gulf, Brupei, Malaysia,
Singapore, Sri Lanka
Tournament Sponsors
“The Cathay Pacific Hongkong

 Bank Invitation Sevens has. been

blessed with sponsorship eversince
its inception in 1976.

Founded in 1946, Cathay Pacific
is not only Hong Kong's airline to
the world, but has received numer-
ous “Airline of the Year” awards.
Cathay Pacific recently joined
American Airlines in establishing
a cooperalive service agreement.

Founded in 1865, the Hongkong
Bank is the largest bank in Hong
Kong as well as being active in
most ‘parts of the world, The
Hongkong Bank owns the Buffalo-
based Marine Midland Bank and is
ranked among Euromoney’s 100
best banks in the world.

Ticket Scandal

Tickets forthe 1991 Seyens were
sold out within 45 minutes of going
on sale. This oceasioned a scandal
within the colony that filled the
pages of the next day’s paper.
People were walking ofT the ticket
lines and selling tickets for three
times their HK$250 (US$32) face
value.

Asaband-aid remedy tothe ticket
situation, temporary stands were
added to the stadium, increasing its
capacity to 30,000.

Preliminary Round
Sat. March 23, 1991

POOL A
Fiji 30, Spain O
Fiji 48, Singapore 0
Spain 32, Singapare 0

POOL B
Western Samoa 16, Tonga 6
Vestern Samoa 20, Malaysia 9
Tonga 38, Malaysia O

POOL C
Barbarians 18, Germany 6
Barbarians 34, Korea 0
Germany 13, Korea 10

POOL D
Australia 22, U.S. Eagles 10

POOL E
Scotland 20, Soviet Bears 6
Scotland 28, Sri Lanka 6
Soviet Bears 16, Sri Lanka 8

. POCL F :
Canada 26, Argentina 0
Canada 28, Thailand ¢ = -
Argentina 32, Thailand O

POOL G
France 4, Hong Kong 0
France 38, Arabian Gulf 0
Hong Kong 20, Arabian Gulf 6

Australia 30, Papua New Guinea 10
U.S. Eagles 22, Papua New Guinca 10

1991 Hong Kong Results

Fiji 21 QP CHAMPIONSHIP

i 15 1 v S Sun. March 24 1991
. Samoa 6| |

)y T | S i

Barbarians 16—

parbarians 1.
Australia 6!
: Fidi
Scotland 4——

Canada
Canada- 24— J

France O

New Zealand 30—

Spain Gt

Tenga 12 o
Germany 0———

U.S. Eagles 201
S. Eagles ZOJ

Soviet Bears 6—

Tonga 1

New Zealand 14

New Zealand 2

PLATE CRAMPIONSHIP
Sun. March 24, 1991

U.S. Bagles 6—

Argentina

Argentina 12—
Argentina 28—
Argentina 36—
Hong Kong 16—
Taipei 14— ] ;
Singapore 10— BOWL, CHAMPIONSHIP
Malaysia 3—— Sun. Hm'ch 24: 1991
Malaysia 12— | |

Kareazs_.

'Korea 36—‘

15th Annual

ROCKAWAY 7s

Rockaway Beach New York Clty

e 36 Senior Men's Sides

e 12 Men's B Sides
e 12 Women's Sides
e 12 College Sides

Junéf 15,
1991

(Always the third
Saturday in June)

* On-Site Medical Coverage

e Reduced Admission to Party
® 20 Minutes from Manhattan
¢ 100 yds. from Atlantic

1661 ‘SL jady — AgONY — 6 obeg

e 5150 Entry Fee e Excellent Referees

Subscribe To RUGBY] Contact:
11 Issues - $286 Tim O'Boyle MlC“EmB Send Checks to:
Rugby Press (H) 609-443-4587 SEER - Jim McCann

2350 Broadway

New York, NY 10024 P.O, Box 495, Station B

Howard Beach, NY 11414

Jim McCann
(H) 718-945-2455, (W) 718-641-3801
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Invitation Sevens

by Emil Signes

Hong Kong
March 23-24, 1991

Led by [irst-year coach Steve
Finkel, the American Eagles fin-
ished 3-2 in the 1991 Cathay Pa-
cific Hongkong Bank 7s. their best
finish since winning the Plate
Championship in 1988,

Although this vear's Plate
Championship final resulted in a
nightmarish 36-6 loss lo Argen-
tina. the Eagles plaved well
throughout the previous four
games, and had fo [ace the Pumas
missing two injured props, Tony
Ridnell and Jim Burgett.

In pool play the U.S. beat Papua
New Guinea 22-10, while losing
22-0to Australia. On the way to the
Plate Championship, they knocked
off Germany 20-0and, in their best
game of the weekend, beat Tonga,
20-14.

Rugby's choice for Eagle MVP
was Will Brewington.

National 7s
Championships

The process of selecting a na-
tional team began at the National
Club and All-Star Championships,
held in Washington. D.C., in mid-
August. From this event, 30 play-
ers were selected to participate in
January’s National Sevens Camp.

The (eam sclected was:

Chris Andres NOVA
Will Brewington  MOB

Jim Burgett OPSB

Gary Hein Oxford Univy,
Kevin Higgins Old Blucs
Tony Ridnell OPSB
Tommy Smith (¢) Old Blues
Scott Stephens. .. Washingi
Charlie Wilkinson NOVA e
Steve Finkel Coach

Emil Signes Manager

() Eagles

Go 3-2 in Hong Kong ()

lhe LS. E.lglew went 3 Zat the 1991 Hong K«mg Ts: 1FRON I, L R) Tum Smith, Kevin lllggms. C hnrlle
Wilkinson, Chris Andres. (BACK) Will Brewington, Jim Burgett, Scott Stephens, Gary Hein. Tony

Ridnell. (Photo - Lerch)
Los Angeles

Asapreludetotravelling to Hong
Kong, the team gathered in Los
Angeles on Friday night March 15
for a Saturday practice and Sunday
serimmages with the Back Bay and
Belmont Shore Rugby Clubs.

On to Hong Kong

. The Eagles left Los Angcles at
"noon March 17 and arrived in Hong
Kong on the cyvening of March 18,
The longest non-stop passenger

route in the world (15 hours) was
made two hours longer by head
winds and we had to stop in Taiwan
to refuel.

Despite the late arrival, the tradi-
tional first evening visit 10 the
Godown Tavcm was obscrved. and
6}‘\1!

()n Tuesday, the Eagles Lramed
for about three hours and covered
all the finc points they'd had no
time for in Los Angeles.

Social Functions
Part of the Eagles’ duties while
in Hong Kong is to display them-
selves at various social functlions;
The one the players enjoy most is
the AT&T-sponsored evening at
lhc Hong I\onc Internanmul

angn aulograph: !'or Amcncan stu-

dents living in Hong Kong.
The following evening, we al-
tended acocktail party atthe Ameri-

“THE
FIVE

France, reigning Five Nations

1989

Appvoximaltely

From the shocker at Lansdowne Park where

three consecutive years, is all but upset by a
rampaging Irish team, through to the finale in
Panis, all the thrills of 1989 are captured here.
Who can forget the feast of attacking rugby at
Murrayfield, when Scotland surprises with five
exquisite tries, or the resoundi
England over France at Twickenham?

on Two Videocassettes

SINGLE VIDEOCASSETTES:
Aetail $3B.78 TvSC Meibars $32.50

8SF2: SET OF TWO:
Aetail $68.95 TvSC Members $59.95 | 156 disping]

NATIONS

CHAMPIONSHIP”

W'_fi 1989 & 1990 FIVE NATIONS HIGHLIGHTS
|

105 minutes

champion for

“RUGBY WORLD"
[on four videocasseltes)
The pioneer series from television,
RUGBY WORLD is informative and
entertaining. Each video has two full
one hour programs. A mijestone for
collectors and enthusiasts.
Part A: Programs 1 & 2
Part B: Programs 3 & 4
Part C: Programs 5 & 6
Part D: Programs 7 & §
Single Vidsocassaltes: Fotai $32.95
TVSC temoers $28.75
Complete Set of Feur: fwrail $118
TVSC Members $108

ng triumph of

SHIPPING & NAMDLING
First Video: 84

Additional Videos™ $2 each

COMING SOON!! “ANOTHER 101 BEST TRIES”

Call or Write Today: Credit Card Orders Accepted

TRACE VIDEO SPORTS CLUB « P. 0. Box 1167 « Natchez, MS 39121 « (601) 442-8626 or (800) 237-5011

“SCOTLAND'S
GRAND

SLAM

1990™

Approximalely
115 minules

Calcutta Cup, Triple Crown and the Grand
Slam itself are up for grabs when England
marches on to Murrayfield, March 17, as the
overwhelming favorite to make a clean sweep.
With 83 points scored already in the
Championship against only 13, the team
seems unbeatable. Few are willing to concede
Scotland more than a good side’s chance. And
what a game! It is all here, plus highlights from
the previous matches.

e e aeam
—
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Invitation Sevens

can Club and a dinner at the Hong
Kong Club where we joined the
Barbarians and the Australians as
invited guests. The Hong Kong
Club is one of the most exclusive in
the colony, and the invitation was a
great honor,
Western Samoa

Building on a close  friendship
developed at the 1990 Sicily Sev-
ens, the Eagles scrimmaged West-
cm Samoa on Wednesday. It was a
good. hard scrimmage in which we
did many good things. We all
thought (he Samoans looked im-
proved from last year, but a tough
draw (Fiji) seemed likely to keep
them from advancing beyond the
quarterfinals.

Scotland

On Thursday, the Eagles scrim-
maged Scotland and oulplayed
them. The result left no doubt that
we would have beaten them in the
tournament; the chemistry (and
team speed) just wasn't there. We
also knew that Scotland would have
difliculty with whichever lcam they
would play in the quarerfinals,
Argentina or Canada.
Saturday:

United States 22,
Papua New
Guinea 10

Aller a day of rest, the Eagles
squared off against Papua New
Guinea in their first match of the
tournament. They got olf 10 4 good
10-0 start on tries by Charlic
Wilkinson and Jim Burgett, bui
Papua came back to tie the score at
! lvm more tries by Burgett,

caplam Tommy Smith’s *
penalty play, not only gave him a
hat trick, but the team a satisfying .
22-10 win,
U.S.
1 Stephens
2 Brewington
3 Burgett (3T)
4 Smith (3C)
5 Wilkinson (T)
6 Higgins

7 Hein

Australia 22,
United States 0

The Eagles’ “red™ defense kepl
them in the game for a half (0-4),
but the Aussies™ defense was even
more formidable (and/or the Eagles’
altack nonecxistent), and they fi-
nally put over three second-half
tries for a 22-0 win.

Jim Burgett injured his hip lexor
during this game, and trainer Steve
Syrstad was not confident about
his ability to play on Sunday.

U.s.

I Ridnell

2 Brewington
3 Burgett

4 Smith

3 Wilkinson
6 Higgins

7 Hein
Sunday:

Amazingly, the odds-makers (as
reported in the South China Sun-
day Moming Post) made Germany
the favorite of the Plate bracket at
2-1. Hong Kong and Tonga were
listed at 3-1, the Eagles at 7-2,
Argentina at 4- 1, the Soviets at 8-1,
Taipei at 15-1 and Spain at 20-1.
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Plate Quarterfinal:

United States 20,
Germany 0

Just a few minutes hefore the
match, Jim Burgett injured himself
while stretching and pulled him-
sell’ out. Scott Stephens, who had
seemed refuctant to use his speed in
Saturday's game against Papua
New Guinea, took his place.

The game was neyer in doubt
and German standout Mathias
Entenmann’s words after the match
said it best: “Youkicked our asses.”

Chris Andres, who had to watch
throughout Saturday’s action, fi-
nally got to play, and played well.
Scortt Stephens got enough confi-
dence in himsell 10 go for broke
and scored two tries,

U.S.

I Ridnell

2 Brewington (T)
3 Stephens (2T)
4 Smith (2C)

5 Wilkinson -

6 Hein (T)

7 Andres

Plate Semifinal:

United States 20,
Tonga 14

This was our first real toss-up
match. The lasttwo times we played
Tonga we had won by 12 (1987)
and lost by 13 (1989). This figured
o be a real tough match; winnable
by either side.

In fact. the Eagles got off to a
{antastic 14-0 lead, playing virtu-
ally perfect sevens: the creators

~created and the finishers finished.
Scott Stephens scored another try
in Higgins, now at wing, -

notched ament wries in
this gamc.
4 In the second haif, however, af-

- fer a scrious concussion to Tony

Ridnell, Tonga stormed back with
two tries to make the score 14-10
with three minutes left. The Eagles

: l',agl Wl Brewington ha the ball out against Tonga in the Plate semifinal of the Hong Kong 7s, thei

best match of the tournament. The Eagles beat Tonga 20-14 but went on to lose to Argentina 36-6 in
the Plate Championship. (Photo - Lerch)

not only had to kick off to them, but
Jim Burgett., who had replaced
Tony, was obviously not at full
speed.

This was onc of those moments
that coaches dream about; some-
thing they've installed coming off
perfectly. The kickoff defense that
Steve Finkel put in couldn’l have
worked better. With the high ball
kicked to Tonga's prop, Scott
Stephens and Tim Burgett took the
jumper and the outside lanc. while
Will Brewington and Charlice
Wilkinson ran deep into the oppo-
nents’ linestoclog the passing lanes.
Brewington managed a full-speed
interception of the clearing pass
and ran it in for a try.

R e e T S
Ridnell * ;

2 Brewington (T)
3 Stephens (T)

4 Smith (2C)

5 Wilkinson

6 Hein 4

7 Higgins (2T)

* replaced by Burgelt

Plate Final:

Argentina 36,
United States 6

In the Plate final for the first time
in three years, the Eagles were con-
fident they could beat Argentina.
Their most recent match-up, in the
1990 Sicily Sevens, had resulted in
a 24-6 Eagle win,

This game, however, can best be
described as a nightmare. Props
Jim Burgett and Tony Ridnell were
unable to play duc to injury and

Kevin Higgins, who had never
played there before, had to move to
Prop.

As reserves, we recruited Stuart

~ Krohn, an American who has

stacred for Hong Kong during the

Tonga's speedy winger (who is
hoping to move to Qakland).

It's difficult to lay the blame for
a 30-point loss on having one per-
son out of position, but it certainly

A

‘past two years, and Vaea Anitoni,

Finkel Implements New Strategy

by Emil Signes

While building on the style and
systems developed over the last
10+ years, new U.S. Sevens coach
Steve Finkel has added his own
wrinkles as well, and his focused
game plan has provided tangible
benefits,

Furthermore, Steve has firmly
imprinted his personality on the
tcam. A former Eagle known for
his fire, passion, and dedication, he
understands the physical and emo-
tional requirements of an Eagle
[rom a personal level. He has com-
bined a true empathy with the play-
ers' feelings with a no-nonsense
approach to coaching,

Finkel's game plan consisted of
three key elements:

1) Double Wing Offense

With the selection ol speedsters
Jim Burgett and Scott Stephens at
prop, the Eagles, for the first time,
had the luxury of being able to look
1o more than one speedster on cach
side of the field.

The game plan was to move the
ball wide, have the wing stretch out
the defense, and if nothing was on,
move il back (o the middle. There,
creators Charlie Wilkinson and
Tommy Smith would, through their
agility and ability to undiscipline
defenses, create a gap or overlap
for a speedster on cither side to use.

When Tony Ridnell was in the

game, he became a third creator,

using his size and strength to drive
through the opponents and create
overlaps for the speedsters to use.

On its own, the double wing of-
fense is not new: ever since the
selection of Will Brewington at
hooker several years ago, we've
tried to have one wing on each side
of the field. What was new, and
effective. was the presence, at all
times, of at least lwo wings on cach
side of the field.

Despite what Charlie Wilkinson
says about speed versus savvy, I
am convinced that it’s absolutely
essential to develop a team with at
lcast four or five finishers. Steve
and the selectors are to be com-
mended [or the nisks they took in
picking this year’s team.

2) Red Defense

Steve's “red” defense consisted
of getting in the passing lanes and
at the first inkling of disarray in the
otfense, charging (logether) at the
opponents en masse to prevent them
clearing from pressure.

It's an aggressive defense de-
signed to keep the altackers [rom
getting forward momentum.

It's also, however, a very dan-
gerous defense, because once it's
breached, the opponents will al-
most invariably score a try. But a
team approach to implementing it
improved the probability of suc-
cess, and it was quite successful:
most notably in the first half of our
game against Australia.

3) Playing Defense
On Our Kickoff
The more films and statistics arc
analyzed, the more clear it becomes
that neither team (assuming roughly
equivalent talent) is at an advan-

‘tage at high, short kickoffs if both

try to win the ball.

The seeds were sown in 1990 at
both Taupiri and Hong Kong for
U.S. teams to be more conscious of
playing defensc at our own kick-
off. But there was still something
missing.

In 1991, Steve made this phi-

* losophy work, He developed a co-

hesive game plan in which the four
players nearest the receiving
touchline had specific functions at
the kickoff. Specifically they were
to go for the player, not the ball. and
as the support players’ depth in-
creased, our players would aitack
the passing lanes more, to prevent
the clearing pass.

This exact situation created per-
haps the play of the toumament.
With Tonga having scored two tries
to pull within 14-10, Tommy
Smith’s kickoff was received
cleanly by Tonga. In trying to clear
the ball to wide and deep support,
however, the ball was picked off by
a sprinting Will Brewington, who
scored what proved to be the win-
ning try in a key 20-14 victory.

wasn't irrclevant. The game was a
runaway (24-0 at half), and the
presence of a streaker as the second
half began was a pleasant diversion
for fans tired of seeing the Pumas
rum in try after try.

Atleast Chris Andres’ first Eagle
try kept the game [rom being a
shutout,

The team was shell-shocked by
this game, but overall their perfor-
mance was good. We got to the
Plate final this year, and a signifi-
cant improvement (either the Plate
Championship or a Cup Round
challenge) is well withinthe Eagles’
reach in 1992.

US.

1 Stephens
2 Brewington
3 Higgins

4 Smith (C) e &
S Wilkinson J

6 Hein
7 Andres (T)
Assessment

Back for the first time since the
Plate Championship year of 1988,
Tommy Smith showed that at
thirtysomething he can stll do a
great job of captaining a squad.

Charlie Wilkinson is thinking
about retiring from sclect-side sev-
ens alter this year. Based on his on-
field performance, he doesn’t have
to (although he probably should
have let himself be taken out after
dinging his head in the first half
against Argentina).

Will Brewington, playing injury-

~we all thank

4D P Vilis, o
free for the first time in four vears,
was our outstanding player and is
one of the few U.S. players with
both speed and the ability (o “read
the field." =

The six younger players all per-
formed well: those players hoping
to crack the lineup next year better
start working on it!

7s and 155

Of the nine Eagles who partici-
pated in the tour, only four hold
Eagles’ fifteens caps. Some don’t
even play fifteens for their terri-
tory.

Out of the seven players who
started in the final for the All Blacks,
guess how many had full fifteens
caps? . . .. The answer: One, their
caplain, Terry Wright.

On the other hand, many of the
other top nations fielded teams con-
sisting almost entirely of capped
fifteens players. The message: pick
your best sevens side. If that hap-
pens to correspond to your fifteens
side, that's cool. If not — that’s
cool too.

AT&T

For the fourth consecutive year,
AT&T volunteered to help make
the week enjoyable for the team. In
addition to volunteering pleasure
rides on their junk and hosting a
[arewell dinner, they provided us
with YCR viewing capability at
our hotel and free phone calls back
to the States,

As well, AT&T provided fund-
ing to bring over trainer Steve
Syrstad, who is also the trainer of
Rugby-East, Steve was kept busy
not only tending the Eagles, but
also thc Samoans, who called on
his services more than once during
the week.

AT&T's relationship with the
Eagles has been a special one and

and beyond the call o g
The Sevens Circuit

Sevens continues to expand
throughout the world, and the
Eagles will be participating in the
Sicily Sevens in May. In addition,
the Cougars, also coached by Steve
Finkel and including only players
from the Eagle sevens pool, will
participate in the Meirose Sevens
(April) and the Lishon Sevens
(Junc).

Both Canada and Fiji attended
the Gala Sevens (April), and leel-
ers are out for tournaments later in
the year.

Brothers and sisters, you ain't
seen nothin® yet!

1661 ‘S nidy — AgONY — LI 8684

15th Annual Summer SEVENS

2nd SATURDAY IN JULY
ROUND ROBIN FORMAT 35 TEAMS ENTER EARLY!
409-846-3122 OR 158 READ TAMU, C.S., TX 77843-4250




